ST. MARY’S CHURCH of ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
 Inspiring Learning Together
Homework Policy

Rationale 

The learning quality of the task set is more important than the amount of time spent on homework. The purpose is to support learning, not merely to take up time. Teachers will judge the amount appropriate for the children in their class, taking individual needs into account. 
We acknowledge that a strong and positive partnership between home and school provides the most secure basis for a child’s educational development. Homework may be one of many ways in which strong links can be fostered. It can provide a format for parents to support the work of the school and help their children to learn - we believe that children who are actively supported by their parents and who are encouraged to take school work seriously will make better progress in school than children who do not receive this support.

School should celebrate the seeking out of knowledge and build on developing that learning in school. Our over-riding ethos is to promote thinking. Research suggests if children are taught well and motivated, they will pursue interests from their learning in their own time. Pupils who carry out independent work at home, researching a topic they are interested in, writing a letter, practising to achieve a target etc., will be celebrated in ‘Achievers Assembly’. 
Early Years Foundation Stage

Normally they will not be expected to work for any longer than: 10 minutes / night.
Children have a book to take home to read and share with their family, and these are changed weekly. They will also be given letter sounds to practise, so parents can support their learning at home. Key words and maths learning steps are also shared, with ideas on how to best to help. On occasion they may be asked to find things out related to school topic work, or to bring in items of interest. Parents are asked to sign their child’s reading record book each time they read or work together, and encouraged to add appropriate comments. 

Years 1 and 2

Normally they will not be expected to work for any longer than: 10 minutes / night.
Every day children will take home books to read and share with their family. They may also be given keywords to learn, letter sounds and spellings to practise, or number activities. On occasion they may be asked to find things out related to school topic work, or to bring in items of interest. Parents are asked to sign their child’s reading record book each time they read or work together, and encouraged to add appropriate comments. 

Years 3 and 4

Normally they will not be expected to work for any longer than: 15 minutes / night.
Children will continue to take home books to read, and parents are asked to continue using the reading record book. Children will be given weekly spellings to practise patterns learnt in class. Specific tasks relating to their current topic work may also be set, as well as tables to learn. They may also bring home class work which they need to complete. 

Years 5 and 6

Normally they will not be expected to work for any longer than: 20 minutes / night.
Children will continue to take home books to read, many now enjoying reading these to themselves. Parents should now encourage their child to talk about what they are reading. Children will be given weekly spellings to practise spelling patterns learnt in class. Tables may still be set to reinforce learning, as well as small research projects which children choose and shape themselves. They may also bring home class work that they need to complete.

From Term 3, Year 6 will also have additional tasks in preparation for end of Key Stage 2 SATs.

Open Ended Homework
This is project work undertaken in children’s own time, based on school or class topics. It can be very creative and take the form of any media: art, dance, drama, fact file, poetry, PowerPoint, story etc. In Years 3 & 4, most children will choose to produce Open Ended Homework; by Years 5 & 6 they will be expected to produce open-ended homework every term. The title of the topic related open-ended homework will be given to pupils before the holidays and work celebrated in class, assemblies and throughout the school during the following term. 
Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)

If children are part of an intervention programme, they may be set small tasks as part of the structured programme instead of other class tasks such as keywords or spelling. 
If the class teacher thinks it is required, extra learning support tasks may be given, according to an individual’s needs, e.g. comprehension tasks, handwriting practice, Maths revision etc.
Learning at home
We have a broad definition of homework, with three main types of appropriate home tasks:
· Activities naturally suited to home & family – e.g. interviewing parents, cooking, puzzles & games, reading, watching TV, internet – together

· Free reading & discussing – conversations – enjoyment
· Occasional things that crop up: practising for something, projects, unfinished work 
Also if parents ask for tasks for their child, teachers will set them for individuals.
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