St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School
Inspiring Learning Together
Religious Education Policy

Rationale

The main purposes of Religious Education are:

· to enable pupils to understand the nature of religion and what it would mean to take religion seriously

· to contribute to the development of the spiritual capacity and potential of all pupils

These will be achieved by the study of implicit and explicit aspects of religions and beliefs, which are the basis of the two strands of the Bath and North East Somerset (BANES) Syllabus ‘Awareness, Mystery and Value’:


AT1 Learning from religion and human experience – Implicit 
AT2 Learning about religions – Explicit

Values
The values of Religious Education are that it:

· allows pupils to engage in a personal search for meaning, reflecting on the purpose of existing
· engages in dialogue with living religions and with pupils’ own beliefs and experiences so that one can re-interpret and reinforce the other
· makes a significant contribution to the total educational experience of every pupil – their personal, social, moral, cultural, and spiritual development
· is concerned with ways in which human beings express their understanding and experiences of life
· relates directly to contemporary and global issues
· respects the lifestyles of individual pupils
Aims

Religious Education as taught in our school aims to:
· develop an understanding of the influences of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures
· develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Britain

· develop an understanding of the nature of commitment e.g. to a faith or belief system and how it affects personal lifestyle
· develop pupils’ own beliefs, values and attitudes, and to develop an understanding of the beliefs, values and attitudes of others
· provide an opportunity for reflection
· communicate pupils’ feelings through a variety of forms of expression e.g. drama, art, music, language etc.
· provide opportunities for pupils to engage with and wonder at the natural world, human endeavour and creativity
· provide opportunities to explore emotions and feelings pertaining to life and death, to mystery, the unexplained and the spiritual
· combat prejudice and intolerance by developing positive attitudes, and an appreciation of the diversity and complexity of society
· develop lively, enquiring minds together with a positive wish to learn, to question, and to argue rationally and apply these intelligently to tasks
· develop particular skills and attitudes for Religious Education:

Skills of observation, information collection, reflection, enquiry, interpretation, application, evaluation and analysis, in addition to many other skills such as literacy, which the pupils will also develop.

The attitudes to be developed are respect, empathy, openness, curiosity, sensitivity, insight, appreciation, and fairness.

Content

R.E. is normally taught as discreet class lessons, except at the Early Years Foundation Stage where it is taught through the learning areas “Knowledge and Understanding of the World” and “Personal, Social and Emotional Development”. Some aspects may be covered in Collective Worship.

Our Scheme of Work shows continuity and progression and each teacher has detailed plans for all of the units studied.

Time allocation: on average, each class will study RE for 45 minutes per week.
Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Teachers’ comments should reflect the assessment statements in ‘Awareness, Mystery and Value’ and form the basis of the annual report to parents. The teachers’ assessments will be based on the progression of skills and attitudes and tasks will be set periodically to ascertain the levels reached. The pupils will be aware of their targets in a way that is relevant to them: a simple checklist at the front of their books. A record sheet of the five levels of attainment in AT1 and AT2 will be updated annually for each pupil, based on these checklists.

The core Curriculum Action Team monitors the Scheme of Work, lessons and pupils’ work regularly. A portfolio of work has been built up so that the different levels can be monitored and moderated.

Resources

· Topic books and assembly books 

· Photo packs and posters

· Artefact boxes

· Bath and Wells Diocesan resource centre for artefacts, videos, tapes, books and posters

· The local Vicars 
We welcome visitors who come to educate not evangelise. We encourage visits e.g. to the local churches. 
The right to withdrawal from R.E.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from R.E. according to Schedule 19 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, but are encouraged to discuss the matter with the Head.

Teachers retain the right not to participate in or to conduct R.E. (see DfE Circular 1/94 paragraph 141)
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