
My Great Great Uncle Pat
Patrick Francis Kinna MBE 

Private Secretary to Winston Churchill

This is a photograph of him in his flat 
in Brighton, Sussex.

This is a photograph of him during a television interview in 
December 1994.

Born: 5th September 1913         Died: 4th March 2009 (aged 95)
 
Uncle Pat was born in 1913 in south London. He was the youngest of 7 children and his father was a 
military man called Captain Thomas Kinna. As war was looking likely to happen his brothers who were 
already in the services said he should also sign up, so he joined the reserves. After only spending one 
night in Aldershot, Hampshire, he was told that he was going to France to become clerk to the Duke 
of Windsor (later Edward VIII). As the Germans were drawing closer the Duke was told to leave Paris 
immediately and Uncle Pat never saw him again. The Duke later wrote to Uncle Pat to say thank you for 
his work. Shortly after this Uncle Pat received a request from Downing Street to work with...

...WINSTON CHURCHILL
Uncle Pat’s new job was to be Confidential Secretary to the Prime Minister. The first trip was to join a 
warship in Scotland that would take Churchill to a mid-Atlantic meeting with the American President 
Franklin Roosevelt. Uncle Pat was chosen to work with Churchill because of his quick shorthand
(150 words per minute) and his typing (90 words per minute). He accompanied Churchill on many 
overseas trips including a rather uncomfortable trip to the Ukraine (with a six hour drive!) in 1945 for a 
meeting with Stalin and Roosevelt. 

After the war Churchill lost in the elections and Uncle Pat was asked if he would continue as his private 
secretary but he declined. He was very tired after the war and Churchill understood his feelings. He wrote 
to him and included a testimonial which ended:

“He (Uncle Pat) is a man of exceptional diligence, firmness of character and fidelity.”

Uncle Pat was then asked by Earnest Bevin (the Foreign Secretary) to work for him which he did until 
Bevin died in 1951.



A photograph taken in Moscow in August 1942

Uncle Pat & Granny Sue
(My mum’s mum)

in the 1980s

Uncle Pat in the gardens
where he lived in Brighton

in the 1980s
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Uncle Pat’s Obituary
from The Guardian Newspaper


