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Physical Development


When the children begin full time, PE kits will be required on Thursdays, although this is always subject to change, so please ensure PE kits are in school at all times. It is important that your child is able to get changed independently, so please support and practise this as much as you can with your child at home! 

















St Mary’s Primary School Writhlington


Reception


Firstly, a very warm welcome to you all as your child begins Reception at St Mary’s! All of the children have settled extremely well! They have enjoyed lots of play, making new friends, and getting stuck in to some lovely learning activities too!














Topic


The topic for this term is All About Me. This allows us to get to know your child, as they get to know us too!
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Reading


We will issue your child’s first reading books the week commencing 16th September (week 3). More information is provided on the attached sheet. We read 1:1 with your child each week, in a group system when your child is in full time. Very soon your child will be put into a coloured group, so you know on which day your child reads. However, please do make sure your child has their book bag, with their reading record and books in school at all times, as we do read during the week in addition to your child’s set reading day. It is very important that you read with your child every day and note this in the reading record – even a smiley face shows that you are valuing their efforts! (





‘Accidents’ sometimes happen at school… so please ensure there is a spare change of clothes on your child’s peg (


Don’t forget to bring a named bottle filled with water only (no squash or flavoured waters) every day too please!





Phonics


In phonics this term, we are beginning to explore sounds, by playing lots of fun games! When the children are in full time, we will begin to teach letter sounds, one a day, and we will send this home in a ‘sound book’. This is essentially work to complete at home, each evening (or as often as possible!), as it will support your child’s understanding and begin to develop their ability to read and write more rapidly. More information on this to follow… we also teach a nursery rhyme each week, as this is a very important foundation for your child’s early literacy – listen out for them singing them at home too!





Mathematics


This term will be spent reciting and recognising numbers to 10. We will also begin to look at repeating patterns, and basic 2D shapes. We will also begin to learn operations such as addition and subtraction. We are soon going to be setting maths targets, called ‘learning steps’ that you will be required to help support with at home too!








Literacy


In Literacy this term, we will be joining in with lots of speaking and listening activities to build your child’s confidence and learning skills in the class. We will also be sharing the story We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, where children will be able to join in with the repeated refrains and all the lovely sounds we can make as we share the story as a class.


                         





Foundation Subjects


We have a very busy term ahead of us! The children have already created ‘collage faces’, which we have hung on their birthday balloons, so we can celebrate birthdays throughout the year. We will be creating self-portraits in paint, and completing an activity to find out all the things that are important to your child. We will also be using some malleable materials (salt dough) to create some ornaments, and help to develop your child’s fine motor control. There will also be a lot of singing and playing with musical instruments – what fun!





And Finally…


We believe that a strong parent/teacher relationship is crucial to your child’s learning journey. If you have any queries or questions, don’t hesitate to drop in and ask, or arrange a time to meet that suits us both! Our children thrive when their learning is supported at home, and we celebrate all efforts to assist learning. We will be inviting you all in shortly for an event – look out for a separate flyer coming soon! To aid your child settling quickly in the morning, we are now encouraging your child to come into the classroom by themselves. If you need to speak with a teacher, of course, grab one of the team. At the end of the day, please wait outside under the shelter as the cloakroom can get extremely busy. Thank you for your support!
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