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Reading


Thank you for your support with reading at home! It is important that you listen to your child read every day and record this in the reading record. Do choose books from our stand just outside the classroom to read at home as well as your child’s class reading book.


Play games such as asking your child to point to a particular word on the page – keep it simple, fun, and remember to talk about the pictures too! Please also continue to practise recognising key words, as this is also a very important part of reading fluently.





Physical Development


PE Kits required on Thursdays this term please. 


Sometimes PE session may take place on a different day, so please ensure PE kits are at school at all times!

















St Mary’s Primary School Writhlington


Welcome to Autumn Term 2 – we have a very glittery term ahead of us!
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Topic


The topic for Autumn Term 2 is Festivals and Celebrations. We are learning about bonfire night and festivals from other cultures, such as the Hindu festival of Diwali and of course, all things Christmas! 
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Phonics


In phonics this term we are continuing to learn letter sounds, and beginning to read simple words and sentences. Please continue to practise these by using your child’s sound book at home! We would like to invite you into school at 3pm (just before pick up) on Tuesday 27th November for a short phonics demonstration. During this session, we will explain how we teach your children to read and write in school – we look forward to seeing you all there! In the meantime, do check out the school website and under Useful Websites you will see phonics. Here you can hear the phonics sounds we will be learning and learn how to pronounce them in the same that way we do when we teach the children.








Mathematics


We have some exciting maths activites planned this term! As well as counting and number recogntion (which are really important at this early stage), there will be a focus on shape too. The children will be learning the shape names and properties of both 2D (flat) shapes, inlcuding star, heart, oval, circle, square, triangle and rectangle, and 3D (chunky) shapes, including cylinder, cube, cuboid and sphere. The children will also begin using a computer program called ‘Mathletics’, which will help to support their mathematical learning, targetted at the level they are working at. This will run alongside our learning steps sessions that we complete each week, 1:1 with your child. Please continue to practise these learning steps with your child at home to enable them to make rapid progress and consolidate their learning and understanding. 

















Literacy


In literacy this term, we are learning and exploring the sounds of new words – we have already completed a wonderful firework activity where children recorded themselves making firework noises, then wrote labels for our fantastic firework display - come in and take a peek! The children will also participate in a range of drama activities this term, including learning and re-enacting the Diwali story, and of course acting and performing in the Early Years and Key Stage 1 Nativity (information on this to follow soon!) Children will also share special times they have experienced themselves with their friends and family. As Christmas nears (it is inevitable!), the children will write Christmas cards - we can’t wait to see how much the children’s writing will have progressed by then! We will be learning lots of Christmas songs instead of nursery rhymes this term and we guarantee they will get stuck in your head (they are already stuck in ours!).
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Check out our Number Formation Rhymes on the Website in Little Oaks/Newsletters and Useful Resources.
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Foundation and Topic Sessions


The children have been busy already learning how to create a ‘firework paint flick’ picture to be the backdrop for our topic display in the classroom. We added glitter, glue and neon paints and the children really enjoyed it (even though they ended up covered in paint, as did I and Mrs Lock!). We are so lucky to have such amazing grounds…we are hoping to go out and have a bonfire very soon! The children have made 3D shape firework rockets, which are already on display in class so please come in and see! We will then busy ourselves preparing for Christmas, with costumes to be made, Christmas Trees to be decorated, and special crafts for our Christmas Fayre to be created! We will also fit in some cooking – what a busy term!





                                                                                                                        





Important Messages…


-Welcome to our new team members! Mrs Sillem and Mrs Hazelton have joined us to help us meet all the children’s individual needs and to support all the learning that takes place both inside and out.


- Tapestry online learning journal – Thank you for interacting with Tapestry! We love seeing all the learning you do at home and your lovely comments too!


- Health and Weight Check Forms – Please return as soon as possible to the school office.


- Wellies – We are a school that embraces outdoor play and learning. At lunchtimes, children are allowed on the school field in all weather conditions, provided they have a pair of wellies. Please ensure your child has a pair of wellies that can be left at school (they can be stored in the shed in the small playground). Not only do children wear these at lunchtimes, we also need wellies for activities we teach outside in our wonderful grounds – did you know we have a sensory garden and a conservation area with a fire pit and pond?!


- Phonics Demonstration – Tuesday 27th November – we look forward to seeing you all there for a short and informative session.


- Cloakroom – Please do not enter the cloakroom unless a teacher has hooked the door open for you!


- Reading Café- Coming soon on a Thursday straight form school in Little Oaks- Have a biscuit, change your child’s book and read together in a relaxed atmosphere.
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…and finally…


The parent/teacher relationship is so important to the learning and development of your child and we welcome you to come in and speak to us at any time, or make an appointment to see us individually. 


Thank you for your continued support!


The Little Oaks Team (
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