St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School
Inspiring Learning Together
EARLY YEARS AND ADMISSIONS POLICY

ADMISSIONS
It is the policy of Bath and North East Somerset Education Authority (our LA) that children who become four years of age on or before 31st August may be admitted to mainstream school in September.  Parents do not have to send their children to school until the beginning of the term following the child’s fifth birthday, but it is hoped that parents will take full advantage of the opportunity to send them earlier, which ensures that all children are offered the benefits of three full years of academic infant education.
At St. Mary’s, we are fortunate enough to have our own Nursery class, and may admit a limited number of children from the age of two. Some may be eligible for specific funding for this. All children are eligible for a place from the start of the term of their third birthday (fees to be paid, in advance), and are funded from the term after their birthday.
Parents will hear during the Summer term if their child has been allocated a place at the school the following September.

The school’s anticipated capacity is rising and is now based on an admission number of 30 children per year. In the event that more applications for this school are received by the LA than the agreed admissions number, the Admissions Criteria published in “A Primary School for your Child in Bath & North East Somerset” is applied to determine who will be offered / refused a place. All parents whose applications are unsuccessful are told by the LA of their options including their right to appeal and / or the opportunity to put their child’s name on a waiting list.
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
The Nursery and Reception years set the foundation for learning throughout the school.  It is here that we sow the seeds of independent learning and high self-esteem as well as the social skills and attitudes needed to succeed.  Great importance is attached to emerging literacy and numeracy skills and we hope to encourage their development by building on what parents, families, and the Nursery / playgroups have begun through recognising what children already know and what they can do.

AIMS
We aim to create safe, caring and versatile environments that are both stimulating and challenging for very young children, with dedicated staff committed to good quality learning and teaching.

INDUCTION
Our Nursery class is integrated into the life of the school from the start, e.g. taking part in whole school celebrations such as Harvest and Christmas, joining the Reception class for short sessions, receiving school newsletters etc. During the summer term 6 we arrange a number of more formal visits.  Children and their parents are also invited to meet the staff and school nurse, and spend some time in the classroom. The children also spend a morning in their new class in school, prior to starting in September. 
From the start of term in September, children in the new Reception class come in for mornings only for the first full week. They then come for the lunchtime in addition to their morning session for the next two weeks. Children may continue to attend on a part-time basis if the teacher, in consultation with the Head and parents, feels that the child’s needs are best served by having a shorter day.  We expect all full-time children to be toilet trained. It is usual for all children to be attending full-time from the end of September.
It is worth noting that the length of the school day is determined for children of statutory school age and above and has to cater for eleven year olds on one hand and four year olds on the other.  We often find that the length and intensity of the full day is very tiring for such young children at first, and the long afternoon can be particularly difficult. 

STAFFING, ACCOMMODATION, RESOURCES
We have a specialist Early Years teacher, along with support staff allocated according to need.  

Our “Woodland” Early Years building accommodates both the Nursery and Reception classes, and allows easy access to toilets and water.  It is purposely designed to cater for a variety of different activities; wet and creative areas; work tables; and rug areas for activities such as reading, circle time, role play and construction. The outdoor areas are totally enclosed, with opportunities for imaginative and physical play, as well as looking at elements of the natural world. 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children work towards the Early Learning Goals.  There is a strong emphasis on learning through child-initiated play with a balance of adult-directed activities. The resources we use are chosen for their capacity to help children learn and develop e.g. literacy and numeracy equipment, sand and water, art and modelling materials, role play, construction, IT (with an interactive screen), topic-related and natural materials, and equipment for gross and fine motor skills.
PARENTS AS PARTNERS
Parents play a very important part in education.  It is important that parents are informed of their child’s achievements and how they can assist to further their child’s knowledge at home e.g. reading and sharing books, and experiences initiated at home.  Information about the curriculum may be obtained in a variety of ways, e.g. newsletters, open mornings, parents’ evenings, social events and the school website and Prospectus.
ASSESSMENT
Assessment is based on the Early Learning Goals that children follow from Nursery through to Key Stage 1. Their progress is monitored and recorded in Tapestry, SPTO, Learning Diaries and the Foundation Stage Profile. This is discussed with parents during open mornings / Parent-Teacher Consultations in the Autumn and Spring terms, before completion in the Summer term. It then forms the child’s report for the Reception year. At this early stage, we hope to identify children likely to need extra support and this is arranged according to individual need (see SEND policy).

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND SEND
We try to ensure that all children have access to a range of structured play opportunities and other activities regardless of gender or ability.  Some children may need extra support to make the most of some activities, and this will be provided by the staff. Sometimes the teaching materials are modified so that they can be used by less-able or less-mature children.

The resources we use reflect our multi-cultural society and avoid gender, age or disability stereotyping.
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